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Nowhere was this self-centred and selfish particu-
larism more evident than in the Electoral Margravate
of Brandenburg.   Few regions in Germany, it is true,
had suffered more severely during the Thirty Years
War than had this Lutheran state.   Its ruler during
the first twenty-two  years  of the  great struggle
(1618-40) had been George William of the House
of Hohenzollern,   a  feeble  and hesitant  creature,
pronounced by his descendant, Frederick the Great,
to have been  "utterly unfit to  rule.'    He could
never make up his mind because, as someone tin-
kindly remarked, he had no mind  to make up.
The  consequence  of his  vacillation  was  that  he
incurred the hostility of both sides, and was con-
demned to see his territories wasted, not only by
the predatory hordes of Wallenstein and the de-
vastating  hosts  of Tilly,   but  also  by  the  more
disciplined but equally exigent armies of Gustavus
Adolphus.    For three years, indeed, Brandenburg
was the main theatre of combat, and it was plundered
from end to end by Imperialists, Leaguers, Saxons,
and Swedes.   It had no natural defensive frontiers;
it was traversed by both the great rivers, Elbe and
Oder, up and down whose valleys the conflicting
armies  marched;    it  had  no   forces   of its   own
capable of saving it from depredation.    The in-
capable Elector himself was driven out:   he fled
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